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RESPONSES TO THE DEDICATION OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY  



The Dedication Of The Statue of Liberty - 1886 
SOURCE  
Source A: Grover Cleveland spoke at the dedication of the Statue of Liberty in October of 1886 
Source B: The Daily Times of Richmond Virginia reports on the dedication of the Statue of Liberty. 
Source C: This article was published in the Cleveland Gazette, an African American Newspaper, on November 
27th, 1886 
Source D: This proclamation in response to the Statue was signed by almost 200 suffragettes in October of 
1886  

BACKGROUND  
Emma Lazarus’s poem “The New Colossus” linked the Statue to immigration. But just a few years after she 
wrote it, people had forgotten the poem. When the statue was installed in October of 1886, President Grover 
Cleveland led a huge celebration. But no mention was made of immigration, and no mention of Lazarus’s 
poem. The celebrations focused on liberty, patriotism, and the technological feat of the Statue.  
 

While it was “liberty” that was celebrated, there were also people who pointed out that liberty was applied 
inequitably in America. The Woman Suffrage Association chartered a boat and took it into the harbor, where 
they could hear the ceremony (only two women had been invited to Bedloe’s island for the ceremony). More 
important, they felt it was hypocritical to have “a Statue of Liberty embodied as a woman in a land where no 
woman has political liberty.” African American also questioned the concept of liberty the statue celebrated. 
Though Congress had passed the 13th   (1865), 14th   (1868) and 15th (1870) amendments, racism embedded 
in American systems and attitudes severely limited social, political and economic opportunities throughout 
the country. 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

As you read the source consider how it informs these questions: 

• How has the meaning of the Statue changed over time? 
• How does the story of the Statue of liberty tell us something about American Identity? 
• What do you think “liberty” means? Who gets to define what it means?  
• How does learning about the history of the Statue change how you view it? 
 

 


